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MHSA program wins sustainability award

BY HANNAH PAIGE MICHELS
Head Photo Editor
Xavier’s Master of Health
Services Administration (MHSA)
graduate program has been recognized as having the top sustainability program in health management education practice for the
second year in a row.
The program was ranked
and
accredited
by
the
Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Management Education
(CAHME). Xavier is the winner
of the 2017 CAHME/Canon
Solutions America Award for
Sustainability in Healthcare
Management Education and
Practice.
According to the organization’s website, the award program’s mission is “to recognize
excellence in graduate healthcare
management education within
CAHME accredited programs
in partnership with other health
care organizations.”
This award ranks Xavier’s
MHSA program at the top
out of hundreds in the country for sustainability. Sr. Nancy
Linenkugel is the director of
0+6$DQGH[SODLQHGWKHVLJQLÀcance of this award.
“Xavier’s graduate MHSA
students are preparing them-

selves to ensure that healthcare
organizations they will lead are
serious about being sustainable
organizations,” Linenkugel said.
“Sustainability is a way of life that
we instill in our students through
coursework and through projects.
No matter what type of organization our MHSA students ultimately lead, sustainable facilities will be
imperative.”
The award recognizes Xavier’s
MHSA graduate program for
giving students the opportunity

to master four aspects of sustainDELOLW\(QYLURQPHQWDOÀVFDOVRcial and technological. Moreover,
the award requires an overall
commitment to sustainability by
the university to which it is given.
“You can think of it as the
seal of approval that our program is outstanding in every
way,” Linenkugel said.
Linenkugel says that the
CAHME accreditation gives students the opportunity to apply
for internships and fellowships

that would otherwise not be
available to them.
The application for the award
UHTXLUHG D ÀYHSDJH QRPLQDWLRQ
document, letters from current
students and MHSA alumni, a
letter from Xavier Sustainability
DQGV\OODELIURPVSHFLÀFFRXUVHV
“We try to engender excellence in our students to work
in harmony because that’s what
they want, and that’s what healthcare organizations expect,”
Linenkugel said. “Things change

over the years but we have one
constant: Health care administration is a ministry, not just a job.”
In spring of 2016, Xavier
MHSA was also the inaugural winner of the CAHME/Ascension
Award for Excellence in Healthcare
Leadership Development, making
Xavier MHSA the top program for
both honors.
Xavier MHSA will be presented with the award on March 26 at
the CAHME Awards Luncheon
in Chicago.

Photo courtesy of sistersosf.org

Sr. Nancy Linenkugel is the director of the MHSA program and spoke at last year’s CAHME Awards Luncheon. This is the program’s second time being recognized.

Ohio Innocence Project starts Xavier group
The project focuses on justice for wrongful convictions

BY ERICA LAMPERT
Staff Writer
Ohio Innocence Project has
wanted to create an undergraduate group here at Xavier for several years to advocate for wrongful
convictions in the criminal justice system. With the help of the
Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity’s
President Lauren Morris, this will
ÀQDOO\EHFRPHDUHDOLW\
The project is based out of
the University of Cincinnati’s law
school and consists of a team of
students and lawyers who help
those who have been wrongly
convicted.
“This group normally works
on cases involving false confessions or cases where there is
not enough DNA evidence to
convict a person,” Morris said.
“The group does this in order to

try and see who is actually innocent, if anyone has gotten time
for crimes they weren’t involved
in whatsoever.”
The project has decided to
create an undergraduate network
in order to branch out to other
schools in Ohio and to advocate
for the social justice of wrongful
convictions. So far, it has created
groups at other universities in the
country, like Duke University and
the University of Virginia.
“Right now we are just trying
to start the group on campus,”
Morris said. “We don’t know if
the group will become a club or
not, but right now we have Cheryl
Jonson, a criminal justice professor, and Sean Rhiney from the
Eigel Center who are working together as advisers for the group.”
When working with under-

graduates, the project hopes to
bring in various speakers to help
them advocate for those who are
wrongfully convicted and commemorate the work they have already accomplished.
2KLR ,QQRFHQFH 3URMHFW·V ÀUVW
event will be held at 7 p.m. tomorrow in the Arrupe Lookout. A
member of Laura Nirider’s team,
Steve Drizin, will speak. Nirider
was the post-conviction attorney
for Brendan Dassey, who was proÀOHGRQMaking a Murderer, and is
the nephew of Stephen Avery, the
subject of the documentary.
“He will present on false
confessions and manipulation,
through interrogations, of those
who are mentally handicapped
or underage just as Brendan had
been,” Morris said. “It’s really
sad, his whole story. He is cur-

rently still incarcerated, and they
DUH VWLOO FXUUHQWO\ ÀJKWLQJ WR JHW
him out.”
The group is hoping to bring
in several big name speakers
from other Innocence Projects
around the country in addition
WRWKLVÀUVWHYHQW,QWKHSDVWWKH
group has had exonerees, lawyers
and students come and give presentations about their work to
help enlighten those who know
little on the topic.
“This group is focused mostly
on advocating since some people don’t have any knowledge of
wrongful convictions,” Morris
said. “So we are just trying to
form this group for that.”
Other possibilities for future
events, such as food or clothing
drives, are currently being discussed in the group, and it hopes

to hear more ideas from Xavier’s
student body.
“The Ohio Innocence Project
covers a whole range of topics, not
just the criminal justice system. It
can cover race, class, social justice
and even politics,” Morris said.
“So even though Ohio Innocence
Project seems like a criminal justice
topic, it is not limited to any major.
We want other people from other
majors to come in and bring diversity to the group.”
After the initial event, the
group is planning on having an
informational meeting at the
end of March for anyone who
is interested in joining the group
or taking it over once the current members graduate. Those
interested can email Morris at
morrisl@xavier.edu for more
information.
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Cincy Children’s Dance Marathon returns

BY AZL SAEED

dancing, games, free food and many
other activities to keep students energized and excited.
In addition, families who have
Dance, dance, dance the day and EHQHÀWWHG IURP SUHYLRXV GRQDWLRQV
part of the night away saturday and made by XUDM will be there to
do your part for Cincinnati Childrens share their stories. All the money
Hospital Medical Center. From 10 raised will go directly to families
a.m. to 10 p.m. the Xavier University that cannot afford the cost of
Dance Marathon (XUDM) will their children’s medical care.
shake the rafters of the Gallagher
Sophomore Elizabeth Westerheide
Student Center hosting the annual serves as the corporate fundraising coordinator on the XUDM
MuskieTHON fundraiser.
7KHHYHQWLWVHOI ZLOOEHÀOOHGZLWK executive board.
Staff Writer

In this position, Westerheide
seeks donations from companies
for prizes and other funding. She
attributes part of her motivation
for participating in the planning
of this event to the people whom
she has met along the way.
“I had never heard of Dance
Marathon until last year when I
decided to attend MuskieTHON,”
Westerheide said.
“At the event, I was able to hear
the champion families’ stories
about how Cincinnati Children’s

Hospital Medical Center helped
their child. I was able to see the
difference I would make in a sick
child’s life through fundraising and
participating in MuskieTHON,”
Westerheide said.
Through participating in this
event last year, Westerheide was
inspired to join the board this year.
“After MuskieTHON, I felt
great about what I had done for
the kids, and I wanted to do more,
so I signed up to be a member of
the XUDM Board,” Westerheide

Photo courtesy of utdallas.edu

The Xavier Dance Marathon is a 12-hour-event in GSC. The event offers free food and games to students and raises money for Cincinnati Childrens Hospital.

said.
While the event does focus
around a variety of activities for
the purpose of entertainment,
the focus is more about celebrating the fundraising to help the
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital.
The hospital relies on donations each year to supply equipment and advancements that are
necessary to keeping a state-ofthe-art facility. To emphasize this
point, XUDM frequently uses the
hashtag “#FTK,” which means
“for the kids.”
Last year, XUDM raised $7,354
for Cincinnati Children’s Hospital.
It hopes to set a club record this
year by adding more fundraising
events, and making MuskieTHON
bigger than ever.
The event is spurred by apSHDUHQFHV IURP FKLOGUHQ ÀJKWing illness who are currently at
Cincinnati Children’s. Children’s
is on of the leading pediatric hospitals in North America both in
treatment and in research for new
treatments for common and rare
childhood illnesses that plague
their patients.
Other events that XUDM
hosts throughout the year include
Glow Fest, which is a run/walk,
Music for Miracles, 10k in a Day
and Recruitment Week.
To register for MuskieTHON,
visit xavierdm.org.

Diversity Reception helps students connect
BY HANNAH SGAMBELLONE

Student organizational spon- event included BB&T, Tri-Health,
employment options. Many busi- entation and the importance of
sors included: Alphi Phi Alpha CDK Global, General Electric,
nesses throughout the area looked these topics.
In the ever-changing political Fraternity, Inc, Autism Speaks, Western & Southern Financial
to Xavier for candidates with
Love may have been in the air for strong, well-rounded resumes and atmosphere of today, businesses Delta Sigma Theta Sorority group, Fifth Third Bank, Macy’s,
some last Tuesday, but many oth- WKHVNLOOVQHHGHGWRÁRXULVKLQWKH were encouraged and reminded Inc,
International
Business Luxottica, FHLB Cincinnati,
ers discovered a wealth of business business world.
of the strength found in a diverse Association, LGBTQ Alliance, Cincinnati Children’s Research
connections and networks. On Feb.
Not only was this event ben- HPSOR\PHQW DQG WKH EHQHÀWV RI  Resident Student Association, Foundation, Cintas Corporation,
 WKH &DUHHU 'HYHORSPHQW 2IÀFH HÀFLDOWRWKHVWXGHQWVIRUHPSOR\- multiple viewpoints. Students Student Activities Council, Student The
Cincinnati
Insurance
and the Center for Diversity and ment, but it also helped to open were also provided with a safe Nurse Organization and Student Companies, Enterprise, Mercy
Inclusion joined together to host the up conversations about diversity place to seek diverse employment Veterans of Xavier.
Health and the Ohio Society of
11th annual Diversity Reception in of race, gender and sexual ori- and opportunity.
Corporate sponsors for the CPA’s.
Cintas Center.
This event, which served as a precursor to the Spring Career Fair, offered a chance for a diverse group of
students to connect with businesses.
The networking event also welcomed featured speaker Jamahal
Boyd, the Director of Diversity,
Inclusion, and Language Services
for TriHealth, who encouraged
students and alumni alike in their
quest for employment, whether they searched for an entrylevel position or a professional
mentorship.
The
Diversity
Reception
served as a platform not only for
students but also for businesses
Photo courtesy of xavier.edu
seeking to meet quotas for diverse
The Diversity Reception connected students to a variety of inclusion-focused businesses and opportunities in addition to coninuing important dialogues.
Copy Editor

Wonderful
Whimsy

Op-Ed, page 6

Copy editor Kevin Thomas
says why everyone needs
freedom and creativity in
their daily life.

Play ball!
Sports, page 8
Staff writer Paul Fritschner
discusses the beginnings of
Xavier’s baseball season.

Review: Hamlet
A&E, page 11

Head Photographer
Hannah Paige Michels
gives musings on Xavier’s
production of Hamlet.
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WNKU next in line of sold college stations

BY KEVIN THOMAS
Staff Writer

-RLQLQJ ;DYLHU DV D XQLYHUVLW\
with now non-existent college
UDGLR ZDYHV 1RUWKHUQ .HQWXFN\
8QLYHUVLW\ 1.8 LVVHOOLQJLWVUDGLRVWDWLRQ:1.8)0WR%LEOH
%URDGFDVW &RUS IRU  PLOOLRQ DFFRUGLQJ WR D UHSRUW IURP
Cincinnati.com.
,Q  ;DYLHU VROG :9;8
)0 DQG WKH ;6WDU 1HWZRUN WR
&LQFLQQDWL 3XEOLF 5DGLR 6WDWLRQ
IRUPLOOLRQOHDYLQJWKHXQLYHUsity without a radio program and
rendering students with an interest
in the medium without a place to
train or learn the craft.
“That happened at the high
VFKRRO,ZHQWWRµÀUVW\HDU(PPD
Presar said. “We had to sell our radio station. It hits home for me.
My brother always wanted to do
VWXII  OLNH EH D UDGLR KRVW  DQG
it was taken away when he was a
VHQLRU LQ KLJK VFKRRO /LNH WKDW·V
D MRE WKH\·UH WDNLQJ DZD\ DQ RSportunity for someone to train for
a job.”
1.8·V GHDO ZLWK WKH %LEOH
%URDGFDVW&RUSZLOOQRWEHÀQDOL]HGIRUVHYHUDOPRQWKVDVLWÀUVW
needs the approval of the Federal
Communications Commission.
1.8VSHQWPLOOLRQRYHU
the past six years to keep the staWLRQ DÁRDW DQG UXQQLQJ ZLWK 
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million of that coming in the last
year alone.
“I think it’s kinda crappy just
EHFDXVH OLNH \RX·UH QRW JRQQD
EHQHÀW IURP LW DOOµ 3UHVDU VDLG
´6FKRROV MXVW DUHQ·W JRLQJ WR EXW
WKH EHQHÀW LV WKDW VWXGHQWV ZLOO
have the experience. The drawback is that there aren’t going to
EHDORWRI YLHZHUV6FKRROVDUHQ·W
JRLQJWRPDNHDORWRI PRQH\EXW
it’s still important.”
:1.8)0 ZKLFK FDQ EH
IRXQGDW)0ZDVDUDGLRVWDtion that commonly played unknown musicians and local artists in the hopes of showing off
musicians that might never be
heard on more mainstream radio
stations.
:1.8 DOVR SURPRWHG ORFDO
HYHQWV DQG DFWLYLWLHV ZKLFK ZDV
often an effective technique in advertising on campus events. As a
UHVXOWRI WKHSURSRVHGVDOHPDQ\
VWXGHQWV OLVWHQHUV DQG PXVLFLDQV
showed up to a board meeting
that was to authorize the president
to sell the station.
“You’re not just selling a radio
VWDWLRQ\RX·UHVHOOLQJRII WKHZHOO
EHLQJ RI  RXU PXVLF FRPPXQLW\µ
VDLG,DQ%ROHQGHURQHRI WKHRUganizers of the rather small demRQVWUDWLRQ ´:LWKRXW :1.8 D
Photo courtesy of nkytribune.com
lot of artists would’ve never broke The sale of Northern Kentucky University’s radio station, WNKU, to
Bible Broadcast Corp. for $1.9 million was authorized on Feb 14.
in this market.

Millennials menace U.S. roads
BY RILEY HEAD

propriate behavior; numbers were millennial drivers in my opinion become increasingly alarming
also twice as high for activities DUHDOORI WKHGLVWUDFWLRQVµ-XQLRU HDFK\HDU:KDWHYHUWKHFDVHWKH
Recently AAA released a study such as not stopping
.DWH6DQGHUVVDLG´)RULQVWDQFH reprecussions from a great numstating that millennial drivers are
“I very rarely text and drive. I when drivers are messing around ber of millennials on the road are
the worst drivers.
drive a stick shift so that makes it ZLWKWKHLUSKRQHVWKHLUDX[FKRUGV alarming. In a six percent increase
According
to
AAA’s almost impossible because I have RUZKDWHYHUHOVHLWLVQ·WH[DFWO\WKH IURPFDUIDWDOLWLHVVXUSDVVHG
)RXQGDWLRQ IRU 7UDIÀF 6DIHW\ to constantly use both hands. I am safest environment for driving.”
 IRU WKH ÀUVW WLPH LQ WHQ
“88% of drivers 19- to 24-years- kind of thankful for that.” First
Multiple studies have found years. This death spike is being
old acknowledged engaging in \HDU6\GQH\6DQGHUVVDLG
this same information on mil- widely attributed to millennial
risky behavior such as texting
“One of the biggest issues for OHQQLDO GULYHUV DQG WKH QXPEHUV driving habits.
ZKLOH GULYLQJ UXQQLQJ UHG OLJKWV
or speeding.”
“I think we are very distracted
GULYHUVLQJHQHUDOµ6RSKRPRUH/H[\
6DUDVZDWH VDLG ´, WU\ WR EH REVHUYDQW RI WUDIÀF ODZV  IRU WKH PRVW
part. I know sometimes I’ll park on
the wrong direction on the road.”
While most young drivers included in this survey claimed they
GLVDSSURYH RI  WKHVH EHKDYLRUV
they also willingly admitted to
participating in them.
“I haven't been in any acciGHQWVZKLOH,ZDVWKHGULYHUEXW
I have been in a small accident
ZKLOH P\ IULHQG ZDV GULYLQJµ
sophomore Maryn McCartney
VDLG´, YHGHÀQLWHO\FRPHFORVH
to getting in one myself if I
wasn't paying attention because I
was on my phone which is really
bad.” .
$FFRUGLQJ WR WKH VXUYH\ PLOlennials acknowledged typing
or sending a text or email while
driving at nearly twice the rate
RI RWKHUGULYHUV SHUFHQWWR
SHUFHQW 
Photo courtesy of thealternativepress.com
Texting was not the only inap- Texting while driving has become one of the leading causes of car accidents, especially in the millennial demographic.
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Herbert McMaster becomes National Security Adviser after Flynn

constitutes simple conversation
and relationship-building is also
unclear. To date, no individual has
been convicted under the Logan
Act.”
Mariani continued that the legal question now is not whether
Flynn misled the vice president,
but whether he told the truth to
investigators while under oath.
In his resignation letter, Flynn
explained that due to “fast passed
events, I inadvertently briefed the
Vice President Elect and others
with incomplete information regarding my phone calls with the
Russian Ambassador. I have sincerely apologized to the President
and the Vice President, and they
have accepted my apology.”
7UXPS·VÀUVWSLFNDVDUHSODFHment was Vice Adm. Robert
Harward, a retired Navy SEAL
and former deputy commander of
U.S. Central Command. Howard
turned down the positon because
of family commitments and will
continue working as a senior executive for Lockheed Martin.
Since then Trump has named
Lieutenant General Herbert
Raymond McMaster as his nationPhoto courtesy of RT.com
al security advisor.
Michael Flynn resigned as President Donald Trump’s National Security Advisor over his past communications with Russians about possible future sanctions.
McMaster served in Iraq and
BY SAVIN MATTOZZI
es
questions
about
whether
those
Afghanistan
and was named as
authorization.
President Trump’s inauguration.
Staff Writer
QRW\HWRIÀFLDOVDUHLQYLRODWLRQRI

one
of
Time
Magazine’s 100 most
Chair
and
associate
profesThe communications in questhe
Logan
Act,”
Mariani
said.
LQÁXHQWLDOSHRSOHLQ
sor
of
political
science,
Dr.
Mack
Former national security ad- tion were a series of phone calls in
“Partly, it depends on quesJames Bays of Al Jazeera referred
viser and retired lieutenant gen- which Flynn discussed U.S. sanc- Mariani, explained that Flynn options
of
authorization:
Who
is
auto
McMaster
as being seen as “one
erated
in
a
legal
gray
area
when
eral Michael Flynn, resigned last tions against Russia with ambasthorized
to
speak
for
the
United
of
the
thinkers
of the U.S. military.”
he
communicated
with
Kislyak
in
Monday when it was revealed that sador, Sergey I. Kislyak.
States?
If
they
are
acting
on
beMcMaster
does
not need to be
late
2016.
The Logan Act, a 1799 stathe had misled Vice President Mike
half
of
the
president-elect,
that’s
FRQÀUPHG
E\
WKH
86
6HQDWH DV
“When
incoming
administraPence about communications ute, prohibits private U.S. citizens
kind
of
a
gray
area.
Likewise,
what
he
is
an
independent
aide
to the
tion’s
personnel
are
in
contact
he had with Russia’s ambassador from interfering or negotiating
constitutes
negotiation
and
what
President.
with
foreign
governments,
it
raisconcerning sanctions prior to with foreign governments without

Paris riots after policemen sodimize citizen
BY TREVER MCKENZIE

Staff Writer
For many members of the
Black community, a police encounter gone wrong is a prominent, shared fear. However, one
%ODFN PDQ LQ 3DULV LGHQWLÀHG
only as Théo, was subject to this
VLWXDWLRQ ZKHQ IRXU SROLFH RIÀcers assaulted him physically and
sexually after he confronted them
for slapping another young individual during an identity check
on Feb. 2.
Video evidence supported
many of Théo’s claims about the
assault: He said that he was spit on,
struck in the genitals, called names
like “bitch” and “negro” and penetrated with a police baton.
7KUHHRI WKHRIÀFHUVLQYROYHG
were charged with aggravated assault and one was charged with
rape. The police have disputed
claims of rape by saying that
Théo’s pants “slipped down on
their own” after he received “a
truncheon blow horizontally
across the buttocks,” a stance
that has been supported by an
investigation by French National
Police, who released a statement
acknowledging that penetration
occurred but said that it was not
intentional.

In response to both the incident itself and the investigation
results, large protests have been
staged in the Aulnay-sous-Bois
suburb and nearby areas.
The protests resulted in cars
EHLQJ VHW RQ ÀUH DQG VHYHUDO DUrests. Théo has spoken out against
the destructive actions, asking the
protestors to remain non-violent.
The hashtag #JusticeForTheo
trended on Twitter. Many people expressed displeasure at the
incident.
“Police brutality is not just an
issue in the us [sic],” Twitter user
@obviouslysascha wrote. “Please
do not ignore this horrible crime.”
Others said the investigation
was inaccurate.
“Please do not let this go unnoticed,” Twitter user @lgbtllodge wrote. “he deserves justice
for this cruelty that they labelled
as ‘accident’. Speak out. [sic]”
Many individuals and groups
have been protesting police
brutality in the past few years.
In December of 2015, former Oklahoma City Police
'HSDUWPHQWSDWURORIÀFHU'DQLHO
Holtzclaw was found guilty of 18
counts of rape, sexual battery and
forced oral sex against 13 AfricanAmerican women. Following his

3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIKXIÀQJWRQSRVWFRP

7KH \HDUROG %ODFN PDQ LGHQWLÀHG DV 7KpR SLFWXUHG DERYH VWDWHG IRXU SROLFHPHQ DVVDXOWHG KLP ZLWK
a baton. He was later visited by French President François Hollande on Feb. 7. after extensive surgery.

conviction, he was sentenced to
263 years in prison. In response to
a lack of media and activist coverage of the case, OKC Artists
for Justice was formed by two
Oklahoma women to give more
attention to the case.

“This is not OK. You cannot
let a man who attacked and raped
13 women, per the charges, go
home…. while those women are
still in fear,” Grace Franklin, cofounder of the group, in response
to Holtzclaw’s bail being lowered

from $5 million to $500 thousand,
said.
At the same time, sites like
justicefordanielholtzclaw.com
are speaking out in favor of the
Holtzclaw, saying that the investigation was improperly handled.
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“Roe” in Roe v. Wade dies at 69

Photo courtesy of houstonchronicle.com

Norma McCorvey, better known as “Roe,” was 22 years old when she fought for an abortion in Texas, which led her to the Supreme Court and center of abortion rights.

BY REGINA WRIGHT

Campus News Editor
1RUPD0F&RUYH\DOVRNQRZQDV
´-DQH5RHµLQWKHPRQXPHQWDO5RH
Y :DGH 86 6XSUHPH &RXUW FDVH
KDVGLHGDW
0F&RUYH\EHFDPHWKHFHQWHURI 
the abortion rights movement when
VKHEHFDPHSUHJQDQWIRUDWKLUGWLPH
DW\HDUVROGDQGZDVXQPDUULHG

XQHPSOR\HG DQG ÀJKWLQJ IRU DQ
DERUWLRQLQ6KHOLYHGLQ7H[DV
at the time, where abortion was illeJDOH[FHSWIRUWKHFDVHRI VDYLQJWKH
PRWKHU·VOLIH
$OWKRXJK 0F&RUYH\ ZDQWHG DQ
abortion, she had gave birth to a
JLUOLQDQGZDVUHFRPPHQGHG
WR YLVLW ODZ\HUV /LQGD &RIIHH DQG
6DUDK :HGGLQJWRQ &RIIHH DQG

:HGGLQJWRQ ZHUH VHHNLQJ D FDQGLGDWH WR FKDOOHQJH 7H[DV·V DQWLDERUWLRQ VWDWXWH 7KH FDVH HQGHG XS LQ
WKH 86 6XSUHPH &RXUW LQ 
ZKHUHDUXOLQJOHJDOL]HGDERUWLRQ
WKURXJKRXWWKH86$IWHUWKHUXOLQJ
0F&RUYH\UHYHDOHGKHUQDPH
´, ZDV VXUSULVHG WKDW D ZRPHQ
ZKRZDVQRWVRVXUHDERXWKHULGHDV
DQGHYHQWXDOO\FKDQJHGWKHPEHFDPH

D KRXVHKROG QDPH ZLWKRXW SHRSOH
knowing her story or real name,” Ann
%LVKRS MXQLRU RFFXSDWLRQDO WKHUDS\
PDMRU VDLG ´0F&RUYH\ VHHPHG UHDOO\XQVXUHRIKHUVHOIDQGKHUEHOLHIV
WKURXJKRXWKHUOLIHDQGLWVHHPVOLNH
her lawyers took advantage of her to
KDYHWKHSHUIHFWSODLQWLIIWRWDNHDFDVH
WRWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWµ
$IWHUWKHUXOLQJ0F&RUYH\VXS-

ported abortion rights and worked at
D 'DOODV ZRPHQ·V FOLQLF WKURXJKRXW
WKHVDQGHDUO\V
'XULQJ WKLV WLPH VKH ZURWH RQH
of her two memoirs, “I Am Roe:
My Life, Roe v. Wade, and Freedom of
Choice,” ZKLFKGLVFXVVHGWKHFDVHKHU
story before and the years following
it.
,Q  VKH EHFDPH DQ HYDQJHOLFDO&KULVWLDQDQGMRLQHGWKHDQWL
DERUWLRQPRYHPHQW2SHUDWLRQ6DYH
$PHULFDWKHQNQRZQDV2SHUDWLRQ
5HVFXH 6KH ODWHU FRQYHUWHG WR
&DWKROLFLVP OHIW 2SHUDWLRQ 6DYH
$PHULFD DQG FUHDWHG KHU RZQ SUR
OLIH JURXS 5RH 1R 0RUH 0LQLVWU\
:LWKKHUJURXSVKHWUDYHOHGDFURVV
$PHULFDDQGVSRNHRXWDJDLQVWDERUWLRQVDQGWKH5RHY:DGHUXOLQJ
6KHZURWHKHUVHFRQGPHPRLULQ
“Won By Love”DERXWKHUFRQYHUVLRQDQGUHOXFWDQFHWREHFRPLQJ
WKH SRVWHU FKLOG RI  DERUWLRQ ULJKWV
and regret.
´,·PUHDOO\VXUSULVHGVKHFKDQJHG
KHU YLHZV EXW LW ZDV ODWHU LQ OLIHµ
-RUGDQ +HQGHUVKRW MXQLRU RFFXSDWLRQDOWKHUDS\PDMRUVDLG´,·PLQWHUested to see how her death and late
RSLQLRQVZLOOEHXVHGLQIXWXUHFDVHV
DJDLQVW5RHY:DGHµ
,Q0F&RUYH\DWWHPSWHGWR
FKDOOHQJHWKHUXOLQJEXWZDVXOWLPDWHO\UHMHFWHGE\WKH6XSUHPH&RXUW
´,GRQ·WWKLQNKHUODWHVWVWDQFHRQ
DQWLDERUWLRQ PRYHPHQWV VKRXOG EH
WDNHQLQWRDFFRXQWEHFDXVHWKH\DUHKHU
opinions,” Hendershot said. “Unless
WKH6XSUHPH&RXUWLVSUHVHQWHGZLWK
VFLHQWLÀFHYLGHQFHWKDWZRXOGVXSSRUW
RYHUWXUQLQJWKHODZWKHUXOLQJVKRXOG
VWDQGÀUPDQGIXWXUHFDVHVVKRXOGQRW
XVHKHURSLQLRQµ

   
Feb. 13, 5:16 p.m. – Xavier
DVVLVWHG5HVLGHQFH/LIHZLWKD
URRPVHDUFKLQWKH&RPPRQV
$SDUWPHQWV $ VPDOO DPRXQW
RI  PDULMXDQD ZDV FRQÀVFDWHG GXULQJ WKH VHDUFK DQG
5HVLGHQFH/LIHZLOOIROORZXS
Feb. 14, 12:06 a.m. –
&LQFLQQDWL )LUH DQG 5HVFXH
WUDQVSRUWHG DQ LQWR[LFDWHG
VWXGHQW FHOHEUDWLQJ KLV RU
her 21st birthday to Good
Samaritan Hospital for posVLEOH DOFRKRO SRLVRQLQJ
3K\VLFDO3ODQWZDVQRWLÀHGWR
FOHDQ XS WKH YRPLW DW KLV RU
her apartment.
Feb. 14, 10:32 a.m. –
;DYLHU 3ROLFH DQG 3K\VLFDO
Plant assisted an employHH VWXFN LQ WKH HOHYDWRU DW
0F'RQDOG/LEUDU\
Feb. 15, 12:40 a.m. –
;DYLHU3ROLFHDVVLVWHG3K\VLFDO
3ODQW ZLWK D PDLQWHQDQFH

  





Who steals a pizza?
A weirDOUGH
Feb. 17, 7:36 a.m. – An
employee reported that sometime overnight the Pizza
ATM had been broken into,
DQG ÀYH XQFRRNHG SL]]DV
ZHUH VWROHQ 7KH VWUXFWXUH
ZDVDOVRGDPDJHGGXULQJWKH
RIIHQVH 7KURXJK WKH XVH RI 
WKHOREE\FDPHUDVLQ)HQZLFN
3ODFH DQG $// &DUG UHDGHUV
DWWKHHQWUDQFHGRRUVWZRVWXGHQWVXVSHFWVZHUHLGHQWLÀHG
interviewed and admitted to
WKHRIIHQVH,QOLHXRI FULPLQDO
FKDUJHVWKHVWXGHQWVZHUHUHIHUUHGWRWKHFRGHRI FRQGXFW
SURFHVV

HPHUJHQF\ DW WKH 6\FDPRUH 3ROLFH DQG &LQFLQQDWL )LUH UH+RXVH :DWHU OHDNLQJ IURP WKH VSRQGHG WR %URFNPDQ +DOO IRU
VHFRQGÁRRUZDVVKXWRII
D VHFRQG ÀUH DODUP 2IÀFHUV
ZHUH XQDEOH WR GHWHUPLQH WKH
Feb. 15, 10:37 a.m. –$VWX- FDXVHDQGWKHV\VWHPZDVUHVHW
dent reported a stalking offense. 3K\VLFDO3ODQWZDVQRWLÀHG
7KH7LWOH,;RIÀFHZDVQRWLÀHG
Feb. 17, 4:39 a.m. – A
Feb. 15, 12:55 p.m. –$VWX- 3K\VLFDO 3ODQW HPSOR\HH UHSRUWdent parked in violation in the HG GDPDJH WR WKH FDPSXV PDS
6PLWK /RW ZLWK  SULRU SDUN- VWDWLRQ RQ 8QLYHUVLW\ 'ULYH EHLQJFLWDWLRQVZDVUHIHUUHGWRWKH WZHHQ*DOODJKHU6WXGHQW&HQWHU
FRGHRI FRQGXFWSURFHVV
DQG/LQGQHU+DOO
Feb. 17, 2:18 a.m. – Xavier
3ROLFH DQG &LQFLQQDWL )LUH UHVSRQGHGWR%URFNPDQ+DOOIRUD
ÀUHDODUP2IÀFHUVZHUHXQDEOH
WR GHWHUPLQH WKH FDXVH DQG WKH
system was reset.

Feb. 17, 1:14 p.m. – A good
VDPDULWDQWXUQHGLQDVWXGHQW·V
ZDOOHW IRXQG DW WKH 8') RQ
'DQD$YHQXHDQG0RQWJRPHU\
5RDG7KHVWXGHQWZDVQRWLILHG
DQG UHIHUUHG WR WKH FRGH RI 
FRQGXFW SURFHVV IRU WKH IDNH
,'IRXQGLQVLGHWKHZDOOHW

Feb. 17, 3:03 a.m. – $ VWXGHQW UHSRUWHG WZR IHOORZ VWXGHQWV DVVDXOWHG KLP RU KHU RII 
Feb. 17, 4:23 p.m. – Xavier
FDPSXV &LQFLQQDWL 3ROLFH DQG 3ROLFH DQG &LQFLQQDWL )LUH UH5HVLGHQFH/LIHZHUHQRWLÀHG
VSRQGHG WR %URFNPDQ +DOO IRU
D ÀUH DODUP ,QYHVWLJDWLRQV UHFeb. 17, 3:30 a.m. – Xavier YHDOHG DQ HOHFWURQLF FLJDUHWWH

HPLWWLQJ D FRWWRQ FDQG\ RGRU
PD\ KDYH DFWLYDWHG D VPRNH
GHWHFWRU 7KH V\VWHP ZDV UHVHW DQG 5HVLGHQFH /LIH ZDV
QRWLÀHG
Feb. 17, 6:14 p.m. ²$VWXdent reported his or her veKLFOH KDG EHHQ HJJHG DQG WKH
tires had been slashed while
SDUNHGLQWKH5/RW
Feb. 18 – ;DYLHU 3ROLFH
&LQFLQQDWL3ROLFHDQG+DPLOWRQ
&RXQW\ 6KHUULII ·V 2IÀFH SHUIRUPHG VHFXULW\ GXULQJ D ER[LQJHYHQWDW&LQWDV&HQWHU7ZR
QRQVWXGHQWV ZHUH DUUHVWHG IRU
GLVRUGHUO\ FRQGXFW 6HYHUDO SDWURQVZHUHDGYLVHGDERXWVPRNLQJLQVLGHWKHEXLOGLQJ
Feb. 19, 12:26 a.m. – Xavier
3ROLFH DQG &LQFLQQDWL )LUH UHVSRQGHG WR D ÀUH DODUP DW
%URFNPDQ +DOO 2IÀFHUV ZHUH
XQDEOHWRGHWHUPLQHWKHVRXUFH
and the system was reset.
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People need to be more ridiculous. The world is those two things happening, they seem completely
too serious of a place to not be. Every single day, ridiculous. More ridiculous than the chance of dying
people die, couples get divorced, pets get run over from an asteroid.
Without the added perspective of the absurd, the
in the street, cars crash and cancerous cells don’t go
away. Most people respond with tear-stained cheeks whimsical and the things that are looked at as beand gathering together as a community to mourn or ing completely impossible and irrational, we don’t
to protest, but by allowing ourselves to be overcome realize when we are being impossible and irrational.
by anger, sadness and fear, whatever you feel, we for- Ridiculousness is necessary so we don’t wind up cryget about the humanity inherent in each one of us. ing every single day due to the ever-present reality
that we could die at any second. That’s a terrifying
We get too upset to listen to reason.
The best way to reason with someone is by be- fact that sometimes keeps me from sleeping at night.
Still, once I do fall asleep, I
ing completely unreasonable in
the most exaggerated way. It takes “In a world where every- dream. What is a dream other than
walking around barefoot while thing must have a reason, a whimsical and ridiculous adventure in creativity in the inside of a
juggling oranges or nectarines
this is, by far, the most brain that’s there to distract from
– cantaloupes, if strong enough
– and wearing a sweater vest to revolutionary meaning that the terrifying reality?
Why shouldn’t we have noncatch someone off guard, force can be drawn from whimsiimaginary, whimsical and ridicuthem to push aside their potentially overwhelming emotions and cality: there doesn’t have to lous adventures in creativity to
attempt to understand what exact- be a meaning to every single distract ourselves from the terrifying reality? A person doesn’t have
ly is happening in front of them.
action and event.”
to paint, write or play a musical
Perhaps not exactly that, but that’s
-Kevin Thomas
instrument to utilize their creativthe general idea.
ity. They can just do whatever they
Whimsicality and ridiculousness are not just good at bringing people back to ra- want, wherever they want, regardless of how irratiotional thought when they’re feeling intense emotions nal and whimsical.
By far, the greatest thing about ridiculousness
that can cause a cloudy mind – they’re also a necessity
for realizing the absurdity and nonsensicality of ev- is that it doesn’t always need a deeper reason. In a
eryday life. That’s exactly what satire and parody are world where everything must have a reason, this is,
supposed to be: an exaggerated, ridiculous lens that’s by far, the most revolutionary meaning that can be
placed upon life and things we don’t think of as being drawn from whimsicality: there doesn’t have to be
a meaning to every single action and event. People
as weird as they really are.
Let’s look at some statistics provided by the can dance on desks in
without
National Geographic website about chances of classrooms
things happening: “The lifetime odds of dying from a saying that they want
local meteorite, asteroid or comet impact [are] at one to be less restricted by
in 1,600,000. Compared with…one in 8 million for the educational system.
a shark attack, or one in 195 million for winning the They can just want to
Power Ball lottery.” What great statistics. Personally, dance on a desk. To me,
ridicuI’ve gone into the ocean and had a split-second day- whimsicality,
dream where I wondered if a shark would eat me lousness and nonsense
.HYLQ7KRPDVLVDÀUVW\HDU
right away, and I know that I have had dozens of are synonymous with
dreams about winning the lottery. It all seems so pos- freedom, and we al- English and Philosophy double
sible in that moment, but once I realize that I have ways need a little more major. He is a copy editor for the
Newswire from St. Louis.
better odds of dying from an asteroid than either of freedom.

$UHÀHFWLRQRQVDIHW\ZKHQZULWLQJZKLOH%ODFN

A few months ago, I needed a job. The money I made over the summer, which supported my living expenses last semester, had waned. Food seemed to disappear from my pantry and never return. I paid more
attention to which clubs and programs hosted events with sustainable food. I was drawn to the “B-Dubs” and
“Chipotle” variety, targeting larger clubs that had not yet exhausted their semester food budget. But, often,
ÀQJHUIRRGVZRXOGVDWLVI\PHHQRXJKWRFDUU\RQ
Additionally, rent was fast approaching, and University Station is particularly unforgiving with the expediency to which they serve eviction notices, which seem to adorn apartment halls as if they were simply decoraWLRQV,FRXOGVHHWKHHQGRI P\ÀQDQFLDOVWDELOLW\
Starbucks was hiring at the time. After a brief application and a delightful interview with the hiring manager, I became a barista. I stepped into this new job with excitement. The workload seemed manageable. The
WUDLQLQJZDVVZLIWDQGHIÀFLHQWDQGWKHVWDIIRKP\VWDII PHPEHUVDUHH[KLODUDWLQJFRPSDQ\(YHU\VKLIW,
RSHQP\HDUVDQGOLVWHQDVP\FRZRUNHUVSHHOEDFNOD\HUVRI WKHPVHOYHV,KDYH\HWWRÀQGDQ\WKLQJEXWJORU\
in my discrete odyssey of their life stories.
I organize my work hours around my writing schedule. When the evening is dim and darkness rests upon
KHUKRUL]RQ\RXZLOOOLNHO\ÀQGP\H\HVGHHSLQWKHSRHWU\RI 'DQH]6PLWKRU0HOLVVD7XFNH\ZKRVHZRUGV
weave the environment and the body into an anthology of historical oxygen or what it means to feel yourself
breathing the air of 1,000 histories.
,ORYHP\MREWKHIUHHGRPLWDOORZVDQGÀQDQFLDOVWDELOLW\LWRIIHUV%XWDV,IDOOLQWRP\VHOIHPEUDFLQJWKLV
new position, I am still learning how to deal with this newfound level of visibility.
Being a writer is not a safe commitment. The process of writing is often a visceral process, whether or not
the writer is aware of manifestations of neurosis when they occur. Ideas live deep inside of us, writers. Our
writing, the process of churning and pushing ideas, ourselves, into a public space, is both an act of self-love
and plunder. Those same ideas, those analyses and those questions which demand scrutiny, once they leave our
ÀQJHUWLSVZHQRORQJHURZQWKHP&HOHEUDWLRQIROORZV9LOLÀFDWLRQIROORZVPRUHRIWHQ
But, I am not only a writer: I am a Black writer. And, writing while Black means something real. I am rePLQGHGRI DTXRWHE\7D1HKLVL&RDWHVZKLFKLQVSLUHGP\UHÁHFWLRQRQWKLV
topic. He says, “…the world is real. And you can’t really be a Black writer in
this country, take certain positions and not think about your personal safety.
That’s just the history.”
I carry these words with me while I push espresso shots into the anxious
eyes of sleepless students. After two weeks at Starbucks, I have encountered
peers, staff, co-workers and administrators who have been familiar with my
words and my activism. As more people tell me that they appreciate my work,
the thought of safety, both what it means and the relationship my work has
with it, becomes more prominent. I write about topics which, to say the least,
make certain people uncomfortable. If someone who likes my work can spot
me and walk into Starbucks, someone who doesn’t like my work could do
Taylor Zachary is a senior socithe same. If someone who likes my work can spot me and wait outside of ology major and staff writer for the
Starbucks, someone who doesn’t like my work could do the same.
Newswire from Oakland, Calif.
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Sometimes it is perfectly OK to be average
I’m a Type A personality. I’m
organized and impatient, and
I hate failure. I expect a lot of
myself and, in turn, expect a
lot of others. School has always
come very easily to me. When my
grades have been anything less
than a solid A, I feel extremely defeated and embarrassed. Getting
a 92 percent or, God forbid, an 89
percent, is simply unlike me. The
number of times I’ve cried over
a grade on a single assignment is
probably concerning.
Being preoccupied is a necessity. I need to feel productive so
that I also feel accomplished.
7KLVPDNHVLWGLIÀFXOWWRUHOD[DQG
stop thinking about school, work
or even hobbies. I don’t know
where this mentality came from.
My parents never had to push
me in school, my teachers always
knew I would perform well and I
expected myself to be the best at
everything.
:KHQ,ZDVÀOOLQJRXWFROOHJH
applications, I heard whispers
that even the smartest kids in high
school would become average
students once they got to college.
I was determined to be anything
but that. I was going to be the
kid who was consistent, who still
got the grades, made time for my-

self and my friends and kept my
creative outlets open. For three
semesters at Xavier, I was doing
just this. I had a full class schedule, two or three extracurricular
activities, a part-time job, a social
life and still managed straight-As.
Maybe it’s the sophomore
slump or the unpredictable
0LGZHVWHUQZLQWHUVEXW,ÁLSSHG
a switch this semester. I stopped
being a perfectionist.
The beginning of spring semester, I thought things wouldn’t
change too much. I was taking
the same class load, participating in the same activities and still
working part-time. I could handle
this, I had done this before. I have
a hard time saying no to responsibilities because I like being the
girl who has a lot on her plate
and is still magically able to manage everything. But romanticizing overworking and stress isn’t
worth my time. It’s not reality, and
it’s not healthy.
So I stopped.
You can’t be the manic pixie
dream girl (or guy) in indie movies. You shouldn’t want to be a
mysteriously accomplished person who has everything going on
and still magically makes time to
do nothing all day, because that

person isn’t real.
Even though I could handle all
of the responsibilities I’d taken
on and still manage to perform
well in school, I was more of a
robot than anything else. I wasn’t
getting enough sleep, I wasn’t

“You shouldn’t want to
be a mysteriously accomplished person who
has everything going
on and still magically
makes time to do nothing all day because that
person isn’t real.”
-Hannah Paige
Michels

spending enough time with my
friends and I certainly wasn’t taking care of myself. I stopped feeling like a person. I was constantly
anxious and had the hardest time
convincing myself to complete
my work.
I thought the idea of “spreading myself thin” was just an excuse to do less with my time. But
when my responsibilities were

stacking up and I stopped caring about things I thought were
important to me, I began losing
pieces of myself. The idea of constantly working, producing and
achieving is appealing, but seeing
life through a rose-tinted lens will
only ever end in disappointment.
I would beat myself up for not
PDNLQJLWWRWKHJ\PÀYHWLPHVD
week like the girls on Instagram
or for taking a break to watch
1HWÁL[ ZKHQ , FRXOG EH JHWWLQJ
a jump on homework that wasn’t
even assigned yet. I wouldn’t let
myself shut off. I wanted to be
perceived as a certain kind of perVRQEXW,FRXOGQ·WDFWXDOO\IXOÀOO
that role while also maintaining
my sanity.
I can’t do everything, and
that realization was devastating.
However, this allowed me to slow
down, accept defeat and reclaim
myself.
I still feel a tugging to be the
best at everything I do, but I’m
learning that I’m OK with just
being OK. I don’t have to be
great at biology or statistics or
history because I don’t care about
those things. I’d rather be great
or learn to be great at things that
,·P SDVVLRQDWH DERXW OLNH ÀOP
production and writing. We pick

a major for a reason, and I’m perfectly content putting my effort
into things that matter to me the
most. I’m just trying to be better
than I was yesterday.
Doing well in school will always be important to me. I value education and achievement.
However, I’m learning to forgive
myself for not having an arbitrarily high grade in every subject.
Last week, I got an 83 percent on
a test, something that my high
school self would have immediately began crying about at her
table. My college self knows that
I just tried my best. In life, that’s
all you can do.

Hannah Paige Michels is a sophomore
DIFT major and photography editor for
the Newswire from Cincinnati.

The importance of listening and understanding
The day after the election, I
was told by one of my classmates
that I should be ashamed for the
way I voted.
“People like you are why our
world is going to get worse” is a
real comment that another Xavier
student made to me on Tuesday,
Nov. 9. This person didn’t even
ask me who I voted for: they just
assumed that I voted a certain way
based on what they know of me.
They disregarded the reasons for
my beliefs, how I came to think
the way I do and why I might be
interested in a system that is different from what they want. To
them, it is of no relevance that I
did not vote for President Trump.
All that mattered was that my beliefs are different and should be
bashed.
After having this discussion,
I did what any average person
would do. I went and relayed
the story to my roommates. We
laughed about the entire situation, and then it quickly devolved
into mocking about how silly and
close-minded and moronic this
person is for destroying my beliefs without understanding them.
Then I realized that I was doing

exactly what they did. I was
disregarding someone’s beliefs
and opinions without understanding them because they
are different than my own. I
was taking the stance that this
person’s beliefs are foolish and
the way that they act is nonsense, but I have no clue how
they formed those positions or
what personal experiences led
this person to hold the virtues
and ideals that they do.
I am writing this piece
while visiting one of my lifelong best friends. This is a
friend I have had since I was
seven years old. In the almost
15 years we have known each
other, a lot has changed in
the world, and an incredible
amount of life has washed
over the both of us. Most notably, in that time we both discovered our political identities
and came to understand what
we believe should be the role
of government.
In my friend’s opinion, the
government should do more
for the people and have more
control over how we interact and communicate, silence
those with dangerous or violent rhetoric. In essence, a
government works to control

the way we communicate and interact
to ensure a “fair” world for us all.
On the other hand, I think that
the government should get out of the
way, let people live their lives and form
communities and sort out the ideologies that are dangerous on their own

“I realized that I was
doing exactly what they
did. I was disregarding
someone’s beliefs and
opinions without understanding them because
they are different than
my own.”

-James Hogan

rather than giving that role to a government. In short, my friend has become
a Democratic Socialist, and I have become a Libertarian.
During my visit, we constantly dis-

cussed the free market, the
government’s role in journalism and information sharing
and how government’s role
should change as the world itself changes. The discussions
almost entirely centered on
ideas that are fundamentally,
diametrically opposed to one
another. But that’s OK. And
that is the point.
We are digging deep into
these beliefs to understand
each other’s viewpoints and
positions. We are using this
discourse to enlighten one
another to a different ideology. What these discussions
are doing is teaching both
of us to listen to other sides.
This is what discourse looks
like. This is a discussion, an
ongoing open talk about our
beliefs and the world in which
we live.
We are opening up to
one another about the basis
of our ideals and our views.
That’s what discourse should
be. I am not shutting him out
for thinking otherwise, and
he is allowing me to speak my
mind. We are both working to
ÀQG VRPH NLQG RI  FRPPRQ
ground in thoughts and ideals,
or at the very least we want to

understand what makes the other
person feel the way they do.
By ignoring any other ideas,
we refuse to acknowledge that
anyone else can give a valid contribution to a topic. By shutting
out our classmates, we fail to look
critically at our own beliefs and
challenge those ideologies. We
need to open up and accept other
ideas as a way of understanding
new perspectives. At the very
least, we have to accept the validity of each other’s thoughts. We
FDQ GLVDJUHH ZLWK WKHP DQG ÀQG
WKHPÁDZHGEXWZHPXVWDWWKH
very least understand them.

James Hogan is a senior Philosophy,
Politics, and the Public major and guest
writer for the Newswire from Chagrin
Falls, Ohio.
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NBA All-Star Weekend disappoints

BY DONNIE MENKE
Staff Writer

The NBA All-Star Weekend
kicked off on Friday night in New
Orleans, delivering mediocre results for what was supposed to be
a spectacular weekend.
 7KH ÀUVW HYHQW ZDV WKH $OO
Star Celebrity game under an
East/West format. The highlight
of the game came when West
Coach and ESPN anchor Michael
Smith subbed in 14-year-old
Jarrius Robertson, who has battled a chronic liver disease since
birth. A New Orleans super fan,
Robertson came in and scored a
basket and was trending on social
media after the game.
MVP honors went to Brandon
Armstrong, a former D-Leaguer
turned YouTube sensation for
his NBA impression videos.
$UPVWURQJ ÀQLVKHG ZLWK 
points, 15 rebounds and two
assists.
Also held Friday night was the
BBVA Rising Stars Challenge,
which took place in a USA vs
World format for the third straight
year. The Rising Stars Challenge
showcases the top talent in the
OHDJXHDPRQJVWWKHÀUVWDQGVHFond-year players.
Team World prevailed over
Team USA, making a comeback
and winning by a score of 150141. Denver Nuggets shooting
guard and rookie Jamal Murray
ZRQ093KRQRUVZLWKDSRLQW
performance while shooting 9-14
from three-point range. Charlotte
Hornets forward Frank Kaminsky
also netted 33 points with nine of
13 from 3-point range.
The Taco Bell Skills Challenge
WRRNSODFHÀUVWRQ6DWXUGD\QLJKW
featuring four guards and four big
men. Utah Jazz forward Gordon
Hayward defeated Washington

Photo courtesy of complex.com

Anthony Davis of the hometown New Orleans Pelicans set an All-Star Game record with 52 points in his MVP performance.

Wizards point guard John Wall
LQ WKH ÀUVW URXQG ZKLOH %RVWRQ
Celtics guard Isaiah Thomas defeated Phoenix Suns guard Devin
Booker. Hayward then defeated
Thomas in the next round to adYDQFHWRWKHÀQDOV
Knicks forward Kristaps
Porzingis defeated then-Kings
center DeMarcus Cousins (who
was traded to the Pelicans on
Sunday night) while Nuggets
forward Nikola Jokic defeated
Pelicans forward Anthony Davis
to face off against Porzingis.
Porzingis eventually defeated both
Jokic and Hayward to take home
the title.
In the JBL Three-Point
Contest, the heavy favorite was
Warriors guard Klay Thompson,
the
defending
champion.
However, Thompson could not
HYHQ PDNH LW RXW RI  WKH ÀUVW
round, falling just two points shy

RI  DGYDQFLQJ WR WKH WLWOH 7KH Ànalists ended up being Charlotte
guard Kemba Walker, Cleveland
guard Kyrie Irving and Houston
guard Eric Gordon.
Irving and Gordon both
VFRUHGSRLQWVLQWKHÀQDOURXQG
while Walker only managed 17.
Gordon eventually bested Irving
in the tiebreaker round, scoring 21
to Irving’s 18.
After the three-point contest, TNT honored the late Craig
Sager with a touching tribute.
Ernie Johnson, a longtime friend
of Sager, gathered several people
from around the arena, including
Walker, Gordon, Irving, Houston
guard James Harden, DJ Khaled
and Hall of Famer Reggie Miller.
They then shot three-pointers for
a full minute, with each one made
equaling a $10,000 donation to the
Sager Strong Foundation. The tally ended up being $500,000 after a

basket made by Sager’s son.
On Saturday night, the big
storylines centered around the
dunk contest. Last year’s runnerup Aaron Gordon returned to
try and claim the title. Also in the
dunk contest was Clippers center DeAndre Jordan, the Pacers’
Glenn Robinson III and the Suns’
Derrick Jones Jr.
Gordon failed to make it out
RI  WKH ÀUVW URXQG WDNLQJ IRXU
DWWHPSWV WR FRPSOHWH KLV ÀUVW
GXQN DQG ÀQGLQJ KLPVHOI  XQDEOH
to complete his second dunk.
Although Gordon had a creative idea, using a drone to drop
the ball to him, the results were
underwhelming.
Jordan had one of the more
memorable dunks of the night in
WKH ÀUVW URXQG Á\LQJ RYHU D '-
booth while DJ Khaled held the
EDOOXSDQGÀOPHGWKHGXQN,WZDV
not enough, though, as his second

dunk took too many attempts to
FRPSOHWHWRPRYHRQWRWKHÀQDOV
Jones, who had played just 20
minutes in his NBA career before
the contest began, dazzled with
KLV ÀUVW GXQN MXPSLQJ RYHU IRXU
RI  KLV WHDPPDWHV IRU WKH ÀQLVK
Jones also completed a between
the legs dunk after catching a pass
off the backboard.
5RELQVRQ ,,, HOHFWULÀHG WKH
FURZGZLWKKLVÀUVWGXQNMXPSLQJ
over two people while one person
was on the shoulders of another.
+HDOVRÀQLVKHGZLWKDGXQNRYHU
PXOWLSOHSHRSOHLQWKHÀQDOURXQG
that left you wondering how he
didn’t hit his head on the rim to
take home the title.
The All-Star game itself took
place Sunday night and featured
multiple records being broken. The record for most points
scored combined in a quarter
was set as the teams combined
IRUSRLQWVLQWKHÀUVWTXDUWHU
Anthony Davis also set a record,
scoring 52 points on his way to
earning MVP honors for the game
as the West topped that East 192182 in a game the featured less
defense than normal, even for this
event.
The game featured non-stop
offense from the two teams, with
dunks, alley-oops and three pointers galore. Kevin Durant of the
Warriors posted a triple-double,
LeBron James of the Cavs hit a
near midcourt shot and Giannis
Antetokounmpo of the Bucks
made a case to be in next year’s
dunk contest. Steph Curry of the
Warriors made some threes and
laid on the ground to prevent being dunked on again. Players were
getting out of the way of dunks
all night, which perfectly sums up
this All-Star game. All offense, defense optional.

Xavier baseball begins title defense
BY PAUL FRITSCHNER

The ace, junior lefty Zac
Lowther, is coming off a pheThe boys of summer, or in nomenal summer in the prestithis case, the boys of spring, are gious Cape Cod League, where
back in action at Xavier. The he pitched his way onto its allbaseball team’s season com- star team. Another key piece of
menced over the weekend as it the rotation this year will be jusplit a four game series with Troy nior Garrett Schilling, who was
University.
the closer last year and was exThis year is chock-full of tremely effective, breaking the
expectations for a team that is school record in saves with 14 to
coming off one of its most suc- go along with his 1.91 ERA.
cessful seasons in program hisAs a team, seven Musketeers
tory. Last year, it won 14 of its were selected to the All-Big
18 conference games en route to East preseason team, including
a Big East regular season cham- Lowther and Schilling as well
pionship, won the Big East tour- as junior Nate Soria, sophonament to earn a berth in the more Chris Givin, junior Will
NCAA tournament, reached a LaRue, junior Rylan Bannon
UHJLRQDO ÀQDO IRU WKH ÀUVW WLPH and senior Joe Gellenbeck. The
ever and had two players select- awards don’t stop there, because
ed in the Major League Baseball Gellenbeck was also selected as
(MLB) Draft.
the preseason Big East Player of
The thing about this year, the Year.
though, is that the team is pro7KLV ZDV WKH ÀUVW WLPH HYHU
jected to be even better. While it that a Xavier player had been selost its starting shortstop (Andre lected, and he’s coming off a seaJernigan) and catcher (Dan son in which he hit 13 homers,
Rizzie) to the draft, it returns six GRXEOHVKLWVDQGVFRUHG
everyday starters and the major- runs.
ity of its pitching staff.
Over the weekend at Troy, a
Staff Writer

couple of freshmen stepped up
to the plate in a big way. Conor
Grammes hit .471 over the four
games and had a homer, three
GRXEOHV DQG ÀYH 5%, +LV SHUformance earned him a spot on
the Big East Honor Roll. Nate
Monastra made his Xavier debut
in emphatic fashion, going 2-2
with a double and a homer in his
ÀUVWWZRFROOHJLDWHDWEDWV
Xavier is looking to break into
the next level of college baseball
programs this season, separating itself from the rest of the
Big East and becoming regulars
in the NCAA Tournament. The
Musketeers have won the Big
(DVWWZLFHLQWKHLUÀUVWWKUHHVHDsons in the conference, providing head coach Scott Googins
with a glimpse of what this program can become. Conference
titles are outstanding, but the
Musketeers should set their
sights on Omaha.
The Musketeers are on the
URDG IRU DERXW WKH ÀUVW PRQWK
of the season to play in warmer
climates until they return home
Newswire photo by Tom vonAhlefeld
Junior Garrett Schilling looks to be a big part of the Musketeers’ success in 2017.
to Hayden Field on March 19.
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Edited by: Kyle Tooley
 ĴǱȱȓ  

9

Sports

¢ȱŘŘǰȱŘŖŗŝ

Opinion: Vick isn’t worthy of Hall
BY LUKE FELICIANO

conviction. He missed the entire
2007 and 2008 seasons before
returning to the Falcons after his
“I changed the game.” Those
release from prison. The fact of
were the words of former NFL
the matter is that Vick never fully
quarterback Mike Vick as he statreturned to form after his comeed his claim to be a future candiback. He had one good season
date into the Hall of Fame. Let’s
after his conviction, the 2010 seatake a moment here and hold
son with the Philadelphia Eagles,
our horses because the former
but, other than that, football fans
Atlanta Falcons standout isn’t goonly saw Vick show occasional
ing to soar into Canton anytime
ÁDVKHVRI KLVIRUPHUVHOI
soon. Instead, he’ll be grounded,
Michael Vick will never be and
and his wings should be clipped.
should not be let into the NFL
For some, there is a strong arHall of Fame. Amidst a destrucgument to eventually vote Vick
tive and disturbing wave of NFL
into the Hall of Fame. Truthfully,
players being charged with serious
Vick did change the game to
acts of violence, it seems pretty
some degree. Statistics aside,
clear-cut that the league does not
9LFN ZDV RQH RI  WKH ÀUVW WUXH
tolerate this behavior. That same
dual-threat quarterbacks early
standard should apply to Vick,
in his career, a time when a mawho made a very poor decision
jority of the league had strictly
nearly a decade ago. The Hall of
pocket-passing quarterbacks. If
Fame is for players who not only
Vick didn’t pick you apart on the
Photo courtesy of essexcountyida.com
ground, he would torch you with 7KRXJKDVG\QDPLFDVWKH\FRPH9LFN·VQXPEHUVDQGRIIWKHÀHOGLVVXHVGRQ·WPDNHKLPDQGWKH+DOODJRRGÀW H[FHOOHGRQWKHÀHOGEXWDOVRGLVa bullet for a lefty sling. Vick’s im- season rushing yards by a quarter- to a quarterback, including pass- Hall of Fame isn’t based on his played exemplary character off
age graced the covers of Madden back (1,039).
ing attempts, touchdowns, com- play at all but rather his actions WKHÀHOG
Michael Vick’s numbers sim2004, and his character was nearly
:KLOH 9LFN·V ÁDVK\ VW\OH RI  pletions, yards and interceptions. RII WKHÀHOG9LFN·VFRVWO\PLVWDNH
unstoppable, being compared to play dazzled fans, his numbers His career QBR sits at a ranking came in 2007 when he was con- ply do not stack up to the rest of
Bo Jackson in Techmo Bowl.
simply don’t measure up to other of 64. If the selection commit- victed for being involved in a dog the quarterbacks already in the
Vick may have revolutionized Hall of Fame caliber quarter- tee for the NFL Hall of Fame ÀJKWLQJRSHUDWLRQWKDWODQGHGKLP Hall of Fame. As elusive as Vick
the game with his elusiveness and backs. In terms of pure passing, takes mostly statistics into ac- in prison for 18 months. As a re- was in his playing days, he simply
innate ability to make something Vick ranks 89th in career pass- count, Vick is nowhere near Hall VSRQVHWRWKHFKDUJHVÀOHGDJDLQVW won’t be able to slip by the critiout of nothing, but how do his ing yards (22,464). Additionally, of Fame status. Unfortunately for Vick, Roger Goodell suspended cism he’ll receive because of the
numbers stack up? Vick does hold he has 133 career passing touch- Vick, a self proclaimed defense KLPLQGHÀQLWHO\DQGSXEOLFO\VWDW- rash decisions he made off the
a few NFL records from his time downs, which ranks him 97th won’t be enough to get him to ed that it was “not only illegal, but ÀHOG 6LPSO\ SXW 9LFN VKRXOG
never be admitted into the Hall
in the league, including the most overall in that category. Vick also Canton, nor should it.
also cruel and reprehensible.”
career rushing yards by a quarter- has an 80.4 passer rating, which
The main reason behind my arVick’s career began to fall of Fame, but if he ever is, it won’t
back (6,109) and the most single utilizes multiple statistics relevant gument to not allow Vick into the down the spiral staircase after his be anytime soon.
Staff Writer

Broner, Granados
square off at Cintas
BY JACK DUNN

Staff Writer
Cintas Center hosted a different type of event over the weekend, as Cincinnati native Adrien
Broner won a split decision boxing match over friend Adrian
Granados.
Photo courtesy of titleist.com
It was a back-and-forth battle
-DVRQ.RNUDNKDVVHHQVWHDG\LPSURYHPHQWRQWKH3*$7RXUVLQFHJUDGXDWLQJIURP;DYLHUZLWKEHLQJKLVEHVW\HDU\HW
for almost the entire match, with
Broner injuring his hand in the
ÀUVW URXQG ,Q WKH HQG KH ZDV
able to overcome Chicago native
Granados, winning 97-93 and
BY BRENDAN BURRIS
WKLUGSODFH ÀQLVK IRXU WRSV Masters this year.
Staff Writer
“(I’m) not quite sure what 96-94 on two score cards with
and six top-25s, good for 62nd
Those tuning in to this week- in the FedEx cup standings and exactly has been a key, but I’ve Granados winning the other 97end’s PGA Tour Genesis Open more than $1 million in earnings gotten married,” Kokrak told the 93. Both men have sparred against
in California saw Dustin Johnson on the year.
Newswire in reference to his re- each other for years.
“Inside this ring, it’s busirun away with the tournament
2016, however, proved to be FHQW VXFFHVV ´-XVW KDG P\ ÀUVW
ness,”
Broner said. “Granados is
en route to becoming the No. 1 Kokrak’s breakout year. After a born son about a month ago. I
DJUHDWÀHQGRI
PLQH,W·VQRWKLQJ
player in the world. Look closely back-and-forth start to the sea- would say time and practice and
personal.”
at the leaderboard, though, and VRQ KH ÀQLVKHG 7 DW WKH WKHQ sticking to the process of getting
Broner has won four world tiyou’d also see former Xavier Northern Trust Open, inter- better.”
tles
in four weight classes. He was
In addition, when asked about
men’s golf player Jason Kokrak estingly enough on the same
stripped
of his junior welterweight
(’07), who went into the weekend JROI  FRXUVH KH ÀQLVKHG LQ WKH WKHLQÁXHQFH;DYLHUKDGRQKLP
title
because
he failed to meet
in the top 10 after shooting 67- top 25 just this past weekend. as a student and athlete, he said,
weight
requirements
for a de70 and continued the strong play Continuing the back-and-forth “My time at Xavier gave me a lot
fense
against
Ashely
Theophane
LQWRD7ÀQLVKDWWKHHYHQWDQG SOD\ KH ÀQLVKHG 7 DW WKH 5%& of experience on plenty of great
KLV IRXUWK WRS ÀQLVK RI  WKH Heritage in South Carolina and PGA Tour style golf courses. ODVW $SULO )RU WKH ÀJKW DJDLQVW
young Tour season.
made the cut in both of the major Great team atmosphere as well Granados, he initially agreed to
ÀJKW DW  SRXQGV EXW WKHQ
After playing a few PGA Tour championships he played in (US DVDÀUVWFODVVHGXFDWLRQµ
2017 has gotten off to a raised the limit to 147 pounds.
events from time to time, includ- Open & PGA Championship).
ing the 2007 US Open, Kokrak
Needing to play well week in great start for Kokrak as well, This led to questions about his
used a great 2011 season on the DQGZHHNRXWLQWKHÀQDOVWUHWFK ZLWKIRXUWRSVLQQLQHRIÀFLDO conditioning and training.
The event continued the long
then-Nationwide Tour, one level of the season, Kokrak posted a starts. Sitting at No. 100 in the
tradition
of local boxing venues
below the PGA Tour, and vaulted T7 & T8 in back-to-back FedEx 2IÀFLDO :RUOG *ROI  5DQNLQJV
where
Cincinnati
boxing chamhimself into a full Tour schedule Cup Playoff events. He just he will have a busy season on the
pions
have
left
their
mark on the
in 2012. He hasn’t looked back missed out on a top-30 play- Tour and will look to continue
VSRUW
,W
ZDV
WKH
IRXUWK
ÀJKW DW
VLQFH2I KLVÀUVWIHZ\HDUV RII  ÀQLVK ZKLFK ZRXOG KDYH his solid play and qualify for as
&LQWDV
&HQWHU
DQG
WKH
ÀUVW
VLQFH
proved to be the most success- guaranteed a spot in the Tour many of the major champion2008.
Cintas
began
hosting
boxing
IXOÀQLVKLQJWKHVHDVRQZLWKRQH Championship and a spot in the ships as possible.

XU grad Kokrak finding PGA success

matches with two bouts in 2001,
when Tim “The Cincinnati Kid”
Austin defeated Steve Dotese by
a technical knockout. Cintas is
moving along on the same path as
other famous Cincinnati boxing
venues such as Chester Driving
Park, Cincinnati Gardens, Crosely
Field and U.S. Bank Arena.
The 10,250 seat multi-purpose center is able to host boxing events because of the cement
ÁRRU XQGHUQHDWK WKH UHPRYDEOH
basketball court.
“When we take the basketball
ÁRRUXSLWWDNHVDFUHZRI 
people about 90 minutes to two
hours to remove it,” manager
Michael Risenbeck said. “When
ZH SXW WKH ÁRRU EDFN GRZQ LW
WDNHVDURXQGÀYHWRVL[KRXUVµ
“It was a very nice and enMR\DEOH HYHQWµ ÀUVW\HDU 0DULR
Giacobazzi said. “Xavier should
host more events like that.”
Cintas Center is looking to
continue hosting boxing competitions in hopes of being another notable boxing venue in
Cincinnati.

Photo courtesy of scmp.com

*UDQDGRV OHIW WDNHVRQ%URQHU ULJKW 

10
February 22, 2017

Arts&Entertainment

Xavier Newswire
Edited by: Sara Ringenbach
ringenbachs@xavier.edu

2017 Newswire Oscar Predictions
by Sam Martini
Best Picture- La La Land
Best Director- Barry Jenkins, Moonlight
%HVW$FWRULQD/HDGLQJ5ROH&DVH\$IÀHFNManchester by the Sea
Best Actress in a Leading Role- Emma Stone, La La Land
Best Supporting Actor- Mahershala Ali, Moonlight
Best Supporting Actress- Viola Davis, Fences
Best Original Screenplay- La La Land
Best Adapted Screenplay- Moonlight

Opinion: Oscars should look beyond the obvious
BY PAUL MORRISON

Guest Writer
Last year the Academy Award
IRU%HVW3LFWXUHZHQWWRSpotlight
a somewhat surprising turn of
events.
7RP0F&DUWK\·VGUDPDVKRZcasing The Boston Globe·VLQYHVWLJDtion into the sex scandal happening within the Catholic Church
ZDV QRW DQ XQZRUWK\ ÀOP )DU
from it. The surprising aspect was
its competition and the typical direction these things go. Mad Max:
Fury Road seemed pretty promising for its 10 Oscar nominaWLRQV The Revenant for Alejandro
,QDUULWX·VPRPHQWXP
I believe Spotlight won because of its nuanced story-telling and thoughtful handle on

tough material. It essentially
“remade” why The Boston Globe·V
story was so important when it
ÀUVW EURNH UHLWHUDWLQJ WKH LPportance of good journalism:
Uncovering and delivering the
truth of corrupt institutions that
would otherwise be left to their
own corrupt devices.
This is the “heroic” aspect of
MRXUQDOLVPDWOHDVW7KHUHLVDOVR
the privilege and importance of
being properly informed.
%XW HYHQ EHIRUH WKH HUD RI 
“fake news” and a growing disWUXVW RI  PHGLD MRXUQDOLVP ZDV
taking heat for sensationalism and
quantity over quality. While these
DUH V\VWHPLF LVVXHV QR GRXEW LW
does not encompass journalism
as a whole nor should it detract

the medium from accomplishing
its true purpose.
7KLV \HDU EDVHG RQ DOO WKH
nominations with the importance
RI QXDQFHLQPLQG,WKLQNArrival
VKRXOGWDNHKRPH%HVW3LFWXUH
'RQ·W JHW PH ZURQJ ,·P DV
charmed by La La LandDVHPRtionally devastated by Manchester
by the Sea and as impressed by
Moonlight DV WKH QH[W ÀOPJRHU ,
DOVR WKLQN WKHVH ÀOPV DOO KDYH D
JRRGGHDORI QXDQFHDVGR PRVW 
of the best picture nominations
DQGPD\EH,·PDOLWWOHMDGHG20th
Century Women·V RQO\ QRG LV IRU
%HVW2ULJLQDO6FUHHQSOD\ 
%XW Arrival·V QXDQFHG WKHPH
is communication—the most
LPSRUWDQWWKHPHLQP\RSLQLRQ
considering our current political

and social climate.
Arrival is a sociopolitical think
piece under the clever guise of
D VFLÀ DOLHQ SLFWXUH 6HOOLQJ LWself as a “cool movie with aliens
DQG $P\ $GDPV³DQG )RUHVW
:KLWDNHU WRRµ LW FOHYHUO\ H[plores the idea of how the most
important aspect of an alien invaVLRQLVQRWZDUÀUVWWKLQNVHFRQG
but rather communicating and
understanding a different lanJXDJHÀUVWSHDFHVHFRQG
$GDP·V /RXLVH %DQNV LV D OLQJXLVW DQG DOWKRXJK LW LV D VFLÀ
PRYLH ZLWK FRRO DOLHQV ODQJXDJH
FRPHVÀUVW
The plot is dedicated to her attempts at understanding her two
KHWDSRGFRXQWHUSDUWVLQVSLWHRI 
FRQÁLFWLPSDWLHQW PLOLWDU\ W\SHV

who are more inclined to jump to
conclusions.
The resolution: language and
communication save the world
because if we grow to understand
HDFK RWKHU UDWKHU WKDQ DVVXPLQJ
the worst and antagonizing peoSOH RUDOLHQV ZH·OOEHDORWEHWWHU
off.
'R , WKLQN Arrival will win?
3UREDEO\ QRW %XW , GLGQ·W WKLQN
Spotlight ZRXOG ZLQ HLWKHU , GR
think it would be important for
ArrivalWRZLQHQFRXUDJLQJPRUH
SHRSOHWRZDWFKSHUSHWXDWLQJWKH
nuance of communication. We
QHHGLWQRZPRUHWKDQHYHUOLNH
we need thoughtful investigative
journalism.
7KHQ DJDLQ La La Land has
Ryan Gosling. And singing.

Xavier Newswire

@xaviernewswire

‘The Founder’ serves up supersized performances

Photo courtesy of hollywoodreporter.com

Directed by John Lee Hancock, The Founder was released on Jan. 20 and stars Michael Keaton as McDonald’s businessman Ray Kroc. The biopic chronicles Kroc’s endeavors with the fast food chain.

BY SAM MARTINI

Staff Writer
The Founder follows the story
of Ray Kroc and his idea to transform a local restaurant into one
of the biggest restaurant franchises in the world.
Leading the cast is the magQLÀFHQW0LFKDHO.HDWRQDV.URF
an out-of-his-luck salesman who
happens to wonder upon the

0F'RQDOG·V UHVWDXUDQW .HDWRQ
encapsulates the aspirations of
Kroc as well as a blend of his
greed and compassion for the
0F'RQDOG·VLGHDOV
Nick Offerman and John
&DUUROO/\QFKSOD\WKH0F'RQDOG
EURWKHUV 'LFN DQG 0DF %RWK
Offerman and Carroll provide the
HPRWLRQDO EDFNLQJ WR WKH VWRU\
having their idea stolen from un-

der their feet.
A particular standout is
2IIHUPDQXVLQJKLVVNLOOWRPDNH
WKHDXGLHQFH·VSLW\IRUWKHEURWKers came through more while
ZDWFKLQJWKHÀOP
0DLQO\XQNQRZQWRWKHSXEOLF
WKHÀOPGHSLFWVWKHWUXHVWRU\RI 
KRZ0F'RQDOG·VVWDUWHGDVDVPDOO
UHVWDXUDQW LQ 6DQ %HUQDUGLQR
&DOLIZLWKWKHLGHDRI IDVWIRRG

to the multi-billion dollar conglomerate it has become today.
0DQ\ DUH XQIDPLOLDU ZLWK WKH
EURWKHUV·VWUXJJOHWRNHHSKROGRI 
their idea and how in losing it they
ZHUHUREEHGRI PLOOLRQV7KLVÀOP
puts everything straight.
5HOHDVHG RQ -DQ  WKH ÀOP
barely made the cut for the 2017
Oscar nominee list. It was ignored
GXULQJ WKH QRPLQDWLRQ SURFHVV

sadly leaving this fantastic movie
out of the award season.
.URF·VVWRU\RI WKHULVHRI WKH
0F'RQDOG·V FRUSRUDWLRQ LV WUXO\
LQWHUHVWLQJLQWRGD\·VVRFLHW\HVSHcially with one always being down
WKH EORFN ZKHUHYHU \RX DUH The
Founder is a must-see.
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‘Hamlet’ triumphs with daring acting

Photo courtesy of Mikki Schaffner

-XQLRU+HQU\(GHQ OHIW SOD\V/DHUWHVDQGVHQLRU.DWLH0LWFKHOO ULJKW SOD\V+DPOHWDVWKH\HQJDJHLQDÀQDOOHWKDOIRLOÀJKWVSHFWDWHGE\WKHNLQJ &UDLJ:HVOH\'LYLQR DQGTXHHQ .DWKOHHQ:LVH 

BY HANNAH PAIGE MICHELS SUHVVLYH JLYHQ WKH GLIÀFXOW\ RI  leave the audience feeling eerily choice for the show, allowing

Head Photo Editor
Having never seen Shakespeare
performed live, I was unsure what
to expect from Xavier Theatre’s
rendition of Hamlet. But, as per
usual, I was impressed with the
atmosphere, talent and design of
another Xavier show.
Katie Mitchell as Hamlet was,
in a word, magnetic. The genderswapping choice may seem like
novelty, but it only added dimension to the show as Mitchell effortlessly embodied her character.
Mitchell’s delivery was wellexecuted and all the more im-

the source material. She carried
herself with the charm and conÀGHQFH RI  D VHDVRQHG YHWHUDQ
a member of Xavier Theatre
who surely will be missed upon
graduation.
Ellie Conniff ’s performance
DV2SKHOLDXQGRXEWHGO\VROLGLÀHG
her place as a valuable member
of Xavier Theatre. I completely
expect to see Conniff snagging
lead roles in the not-so-distant
future. Conniff gracefully—and
literally—danced on the line of
insanity, depicting Ophelia’s unhinging with enough subtlety to

haunted.
The performances in Hamlet
continued to impress with Henry
Eden as Laertes, throwing himself into the passion and rage of
his character to keep audience
members thoroughly entertained.
Muyiwa Oyatogun’s performance
as Polonius was a great dash of
attitude and comic relief. I would
be remiss if I did not mention the
performance of Taylor Maas as
the clown/ensemble. Maas’s charisma and energy truly charmed
the audience.
The thrust stage was a perfect

for a more intimate and exciting
performance.
Physically being on the stage
made for a more raw black box
theater feel, which was only a
plus for this dramatically charged
show. Audience members felt
engaged with the performers,
whether Ophelia was anxiously
KDQGLQJ RXW ÁRZHUV RU +DPOHW
was boring his eyes into the audience members in the back rows.
The attention paid to lighting
this show added a wonderful visual. Watching a cross beam behind
Hamlet was a simple touch that

Nicole Brown. One day I managed
to go down to the courthouse to
partake in the frenzy. It was less
of a circus than the murder trial
mainly because it took place at the
Santa Monica Courthouse. O.J.
at that time was already less than
WKHWRZHULQJÀJXUHKHZDVRQWHOHvision. In some way, he seemed
beaten down, hunched over. For a
moment, I got to witness history.
Later, O.J. would get caught
in a memorabilia scandal that involved him robbing people in a
hotel room in Las Vegas. That
FDVH ÀQDOO\ SXW 6LPSVRQ EHKLQG
bars. For many people, that was
the moment of justice for the
crime O.J. was accused of committing many years earlier. This
was the swift arm of the law coming down hard on an alleged murderer, eventually.
In the opening scene of Ezra
Edelman’s O.J.: Made in America,
Simpson is testifying before a correctional board in Texas when
KH LV DVNHG DERXW WKH ÀUVW WLPH
he was arrested at the age of 46.
That subtle reference was to what
would later be billed the “Trial of
the Century.”
The story takes place in Los
Angeles, a city divided earlier by
the Rodney King trial. This is the
VWRU\RI DQ$PHULFDQDWKOHWHÀOOHG

with ego brought down by hubris
and addiction to his own celebrity.
The documentary starts from
O.J.’s days as a USC recruit and his
famous “run” and is spelled out
with talking head interviews with
friends, family, lawyers and police
RIÀFHUV ,QWHUVSHUVHG ZLWK 2-·V
big year at USC are the deaths
of Bobby Kennedy and Martin
Luther King, Jr., none of which
appear to have any impact on the
alumni at USC. It was all about
O.J.’s breakout season that led to
his eventual NFL career.
In the NFL, O.J. longed for
the celebrity he had at USC. He
morphed from a running back
into a pitch man. O.J. had the ability to cross racial lines. Everybody
loved “the Juice.” He worked hard
to make it in the entertainment industry after his career in football
landed him in the Hall of Fame.
Later he did sideline reporting
DQG DFWHG LQ ÀOPV OLNH Capricorn
One. Hollywood loved O.J. even
though he was a serviceable actor
at best. In the entirety of his acting career, he’s best remembered
for running in Hertz commercials and playing Nordberg in the
Naked Gun movies.
Simpson divorced his college sweetheart wife in pursuit
of Nicole Brown, and here the

made an incredible impact on the
audience experience. Similarly,
WKH XVH RI  ÁDVKOLJKWV WR LOOXPLnate portions of the ceiling was
a unique touch to allow the audience to feel like a part of a space
we don’t normally get to experience. And, of course, intense muVLF FRPELQHG ZLWK D ÁRRG OLJKW
made Hannah Sgambellone’s entrance as Fortinbras completely
unforgettable. I am looking forward to future productions from
Xavier Theatre.

Newswire Rating:

‘Made in America’ revives O.J. backstory

xaviernewswire.com
Photos courtesy of hollywoodreporter.com

Oscar-nominated O.J.: Made in America LVXSIRU%HVW'RFXPHQWDU\)HDWXUH

BY JASON SMITH

Staff Writer
Around the time I moved to

Los Angeles in 1997, O.J. Simpson
was in the middle of a civil trial for
the murders of Ron Goldman and

events take a dark turn. There are
multiple stories of his maltreatment of her.
For community service, to
atone for spousal abuse, he played
golf in a tournament he staged.
The night of the murders is
chillingly retold with police testimony and photographs. The
famous Bronco chase shows the
bad side of O.J.’s celebrity as Al
Cowlings slowly drove him to his
Rockingham home. This all culminates with his arrest.
The rest is history. The documentary doesn’t have much in
the way of new stories, just more
LQVLJKWIXO UHÁHFWLRQ RQ WKH PRments everybody knows.
What makes it compulsory
viewing is how masterfully the
narrative unfolds. The beautiful
aerial shots of Los Angeles mixed
in with audio and visual highlights
from Simpson’s life really show
how O.J. is both the good and bad
parts of America.
7KURXJKRXW WKH ÀOP ZKDW
is apparent is nobody loves O.J.
like O.J. loves himself. The father,
athlete, actor, golfer and convict’s
story unfolds in a tragic tale about
how the power that accompanies
fame is a terrible drug and freedom from the addiction is the inevitable downfall from it.

February 22, 2017

Xavier Newswire

Feature

Edited by: Lydia Reagan
reaganl@xavier.edu

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

12

JOSEPHINE
BAKER

BY LYDIA REAGAN
Feature Editor
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Spring break: the 10 days
out of the year when we all
intend to do something so
incredibly
prophetic
and
fantastic that it can only
be accurately chronicled in
a film starring Zac Efron.
Spring break is a time
for going insane and partying; it is definitely not
that time of year when I
watch Netflix in my apartment for 10 straight days.
All that stands between us
and the natural majesty of
some far off sandy beach, or
that couch that I have been
meaning to clean, are eight
days of classwork and being
a productive and contributing member of society.
If any of you are worried
about the next week, incapable of making it to next
Friday or would rather take
the quitter’s path of going
on spring break early, all
you have to do is think of
the giant panda bear.
The panda, much like a
student’s grade, is conser-

vation-dependent,
meaning
that it requires constant
species-specific
wildlife
management or else it would
probably go extinct. As you
may already know, panda conservation is no easy task.
Not only do pandas not like
to
reproduce,
they
have
also spent the majority of
their lives on a diet consisting of 99 percent bamboo, despite the fact that
they possess the ability to
consume meat.
The panda has essentially
dedicated its time to being
terrible at surviving, yet
humanity continues to coax
the panda into furthering
its existence. The next week
and a half may be a trying
time for us all, but all you
have to do is think of the
panda. If we can dedicate
even a quarter of the time
and energy as we do into the
preserving this fluffy, incompetent creature, you can
probably survive the next
couple of days.

Josephine Baker was born as Freda
Josephine McDonald in St. Louis, Missouri
on June 3, 1903. Born into a working class
family, she grew up cleaning houses and
babysitting for wealthy white families.
At 13, she began waitressing at a club. In
1919, she toured the U.S. with the Jones
Family Band and the Dixie Steppers.
She worked as a dresser on 6KXIÁH
Along and learned all the choreography,
so she was the obvious choice to replace
the dancer who left. She had moderate
success in New York after that, but she
really took off after she moved to Paris
and starred in /D5HYXH1HJUH.
She enjoyed an immense amount of success in Europe but was still ostracized by her
home country. Throughout World War II, she
performed for French troops, was an honorable
correspondent for the French Resistance and
worked as a sub-lieutenant in the Womens Auxiliary Air Force.
Baker returned to the U.S. throughout the
·V DQG ·V GHWHUPLQHG WR ÀJKW UDFLVP 6KH
also adopted many children of different ethnicities; their family was called “the Rainbow
Tribe.”
Throughout her life, she was married and
divorced three times. Baker never allowed herVHOI WREHGHÀQHGE\KHUUHODWLRQVKLSVDQGZDV
quick to end anything she didn’t like.
She traveled the U.S., bringing her children
ZLWK KHU ÀJKWLQJ UDFLVP LQ DQ\ ZD\ WKDW VKH
could. On April 8, 1975, she relaunched her
entertainment career and received glowing reviews. However, only days later, she slipped
into a coma and died of cerebral hemorrhage on
April 12.
Her funeral procession took place in France,
and more than 200,000 people showed up to pay
WKHLUUHVSHFWV6KHZDVWKHÀUVW$PHULFDQZRPan to be buried in France with military honors.
Baker left behind a huge legacy. The NAACP
RIÀFLDOO\ GHFODUHG 0D\  DV ´-RVHSKLQH %DNer Day” to honor her efforts in the March on
Washington in 1963. The French government
awarded her the &URL[GH*XHUUHand the Legion
of Honour with the rosette of the Resistance,
two of France’s highest honors.

´7KHWKLQJVZHWUXO\ORYHVWD\ZLWKXV
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